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M E E T I N G S

IPRC Annual Symposium
The IPRC held its 13th Annual Symposium at the East-

West Center on December 2, 2013. The “all poster” format of 
the last several years was adopted again, and IPRC’s scientists 
responded with 29 excellent posters ranging over all the 
major areas of IPRC research. The staff of the Asia-Pacific 
Data-Research Center (APDRC) showed off their data prod-
ucts and offered brief tutorials on accessing data through the 
APDRC web portal. Very special this year was that a number 
of our JAMSTEC and University of Tokyo colleagues could 
join us by combining the occasion with their participation in 
the OFES Workshop (see page 21). The stimulating discus-
sion at the Annual Symposium ended in the early evening 
with pupus and refreshments.
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IPRC–JAMSTEC Workshop 
on High-Resolution 
Atmospheric Modeling 

Over the last decade JAMSTEC has 
been leading the world in very fine-res-
olution simulation of the global atmo-
spheric circulation, notably through the 
development of the Non-hydrostatic 
Icosahedral global Atmospheric Mod-
el (NICAM) in partnership with the 
University of Tokyo. IPRC's close ties 
with JAMSTEC have fostered valuable 

collaborative studies using the NICAM 
model simulations. From 2007–2014, 
analysis of NICAM results has been a 
science priority of the JAMSTEC–IPRC 
Initiative (JII), and it will continue to 
be a priority in the projects of the up-
coming JAMSTEC–IPRC Collaborative 
Studies (JICS) to begin this spring. 

In August 2013 IPRC organized 
and hosted a 2-day workshop to discuss 
the latest developments in the NICAM 
model and its applications. Ten Japanese 
scientists from JAMSTEC, the Univer-
sity of Tokyo and RIKEN presented as 

well as IPRC scientists Yuqing Wang, 
Kazuyoshi Kikuchi and Xiouhua Fu. 
Major themes covered included the 
challenges in simulating clouds and 
precipitation in global models, ex-
tended range predictability of tropical 
atmospheric variations, and the de-
tailed modeling of tropical cyclones. 
The meeting organizers were Univer-
sity of Tokyo Professor Masaki Satoh 
and IPRC Director Kevin Hamilton. 
The full meeting agenda is available at 
tinyurl.com/IPRCnicam.

The Tropical Weather and Climate Dynamics Workshop 
brought together over 80 scientists from Asia, the United 
States, and Europe in Honolulu from October 9 through 
11, 2013. Held at the Pagoda Hotel, the workshop had five 
major topics: 1) intraseasonal to interdecadal variability,  

2) typhoons and high-impact weather, 3) monsoon variabil-
ity and predictability, 4) climate modeling, prediction and 
future projection, and 5) the role of ocean and air-sea inter-
action in climate. The workshop was organized by Tim Li, 
Bin Wang, and Xiouhua Fu.

Tropical Weather and Climate Dynamics
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Workshop Series on OFES and 
Computationally Intensive  
Climate Modeling Continues

JAMSTEC is an acknowledged world leader in develop-
ing and applying very high-resolution models of the climate 
system. The models developed at JAMSTEC include the 
Ocean General Circulation Model for the Earth Simulator 
(OFES), the Atmospheric General Circulation Model for the 
Earth Simulator (AFES), the Coupled General Circulation 
Model for the Earth Simulator (CFES), and the Multi-Scale 
Simulator for the Geoenvironment (MSSG) – all projects led 
by scientists at the Earth Simulator Center (ESC). For over 
a decade, IPRC researchers have joined their Japanese col-
leagues in analysis of simulations from these very high-res-
olution global models run on the Earth Simulator. IPRC has 
even partnered with JAMSTEC on serving data from these 
high-resolution model simulations to the global community. 

This close cooperation was recognized when JAMSTEC 
invited IPRC to cosponsor in August 2008 the first OFES 
International Workshop in Yokohama (see IPRC Climate 
vol. 8, no. 2). Since then, following the suggestion of ESC 
Director Kunihiko Watanabe, the OFES workshops have 
been held annually and hosted alternately by JAMSTEC  
facilities in Japan and by IPRC in Honolulu. 

The most recent workshop, the 6th OFES  International 
Workshop, was hosted by IPRC at the East-West Center on 
December 3 – 4. The meeting featured presentations by 17 

colleagues from JAMSTEC and the University of Tokyo, 
and 14 from the IPRC/UH at Mānoa. In his invited key-
note address “Multi-Scale Impacts of the Western Boundary 
Currents and Associated Frontal Zones on the Atmosphere,” 
University of Tokyo Professor Hisashi Nakamura discussed 
the achievements of the multiyear Japanese “hot spot” proj-
ect that deals with the effects of the warmer Kuroshio exten-
sion on the colder overlying atmosphere. 

The OFES workshop series was begun largely to publi-
cize in the international community the achievements of the 
OFES model and the opportunities for collaborative research 
using the model and existing simulations. The development 
and application of OFES are now widely appreciated as one 
of the great successes of the Earth Simulator enterprise, 
with scientists in several countries analyzing the very fine-
resolution OFES global simulations and yielding important 
research outcomes. Given these successes, the workshop par-
ticipants decided to uphold the tradition of joint JAMSTEC–
IPRC meetings next year and to broaden the scientific  
agenda related to climate modeling and diagnostics. 

The conveners for the workshop were Hideharu Sasaki 
(JAMSTEC ESC), Wataru Ohfuchi (JAMSTEC ESC), Yukio 
Masumoto (University of Tokyo) and Kevin Hamilton 
(IPRC). The complete meeting agenda and presentation  
abstracts are available at tinyurl.com/IPRCofes6.


