IPRC Moves into
New Offices with Style
n December 14, the IPRC celebrated its move into spacious new offices on the campus of the University of
Hawai‘i at Mänoa in Honolulu. The offices are on the
fourth floor of the Pacific Ocean Science and Technology
(POST) building, only a few yards away from the former offices
in the Marine Sciences Building.
The President of the University of Hawai‘i, Kenneth P.
Mortimer, and the Dean of SOEST, C. Barry Raleigh, hosted
the dedication ceremony with IPRC Director, Julian P.
McCreary, as Master of Ceremony. The ceremony, which was
attended by over 70 guests opened with an ancient Hawaiian tradition, the blowing of a conch to call people together. Axel
Timmermann, a postdoctoral fellow from Germany, mastered
conch-blowing just in time for the dedication.

partnership we have with the various Japanese agencies that help
fund this Center and the University of Hawai‘i’s total commitment to, and enduring support of, the Center’s research efforts.”
Japanese Senior Consul to Hawai‘i, Masae Kunou,
brought greetings from Consul General Minoru Shibuya and
commended “the IPRC on its outstanding efforts toward improving the understanding of the nature and predictability of climate
variability in the Asia-Pacific region.” Consul Kunou stated, “the
US-Japan Common Agenda has become one of the world’s most
successful examples of cooperation between two countries, and I
envision that this partnership will flourish for years to come.”
A traditional Hawaiian dedication ceremony followed the
speeches. The Reverend Dr. James Fung from Kawaiaha‘o
Church held the service. In Hawaiian tradition, the Reverend
blessed the offices with three ti leaves dipped into waters from
Kawaiaha‘o Spring and with salt of the sea. Senior Consul Kunou
and President Mortimer untied the maile leis to symbolize the
opening of the IPRC offices. The festivities ended with a reception.

Hawaiian blessing…

Untying the maile…

US Senators Daniel Inouye and Daniel Akaka, and US
Representative Neil Abercrombie sent greetings and congratulations. Dean Raleigh spoke of the beginnings of the IPRC, only 3
years ago, of its rapid growth into a staff of nearly 40 people who
come from all parts of the globe, and of plans for further growth.
President Mortimer portrayed the IPRC as a unique international, collaborative climate research program. “Since more
than half of the world’s population lives in the Asian-Pacific
region, the Center’s research to understand the forces that affect
Asia-Pacific’s climate and its predictability is of great value.
Predicting climate variation,” he said, “is particularly relevant
because of the available scientific evidence on global warming.
The new IPRC offices,” Mortimer said, “symbolize the close

IPRC Implementation Committee at the opening ceremony
with Co-chairs Hiroshi Jyodo (front, second from left) and
Eric Lindstrom (back, second from left).
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Japan’s Minister of State
for Science and
Technology Policy
Visits IPRC

J

apan’s Minister of State for Science and Technology Policy,
Takashi Sasagawa, accompanied by the Consul General of
Japan, Minoru Shibuya, visited the IPRC on January 12,
2001. He met at length with IPRC scientists from the Frontier
Research System for Global Change. Motoyasu Miyata, IPRC
Liaison Officer, described the mission, functions, staffing, and
funding of the IPRC. Humio Mitsudera, Co-Teamleader of
Theme 2, elaborated upon his team’s research on the Kuroshio
Current and its extension region and this region’s possible impact
on climate. Shang-Ping Xie, Theme-1 Co-Teamleader, briefed
the Minister and his group on IPRC’s current research on the El
Niño/Southern Oscillation, decadal climate variability, and their
effects on Japan and global warming. Takuji Waseda showcased
the IPRC plans for the Asia-Pacific Data Research Center.
Minister Sasagawa and his accompanying staff asked about
such climate-related topics as the Kuroshio Current, El Niño,
global warming, and ARGO
buoys, an indication of their
interest in this area of
research. The minister
affirmed the importance of
the IPRC as a bridge
between the Japanese, U.S.,
and other international climate research communities.
After the 50-minute meeting, the Minister toured the
IPRC offices and facilities.
The Minister and the
Consul General then met Offering a gift…
with Barry Raleigh, Dean
of SOEST, Julian P. McCreary, IPRC Director, and Lorenz
Magaard, Executive Associate IPRC Director. The Minister
expressed to Raleigh his support of Japan-U.S. scientific cooperation, represented by such programs within SOEST as the IPRC,
the Coral Reef Project, and the Marine Bioproducts Engineering
Center. “In this highly technological world, a country cannot
accomplish much on its own,” said Minister Sasagawa. Raleigh
and Sasagawa exchanged news about the construction of high-

(Left to right) Minoru Shibuya, Lorenz Magaard, C. Barry
Raleigh, Takashi Sasagawa, Julian McCreary

tech research vessels: Japan’s ocean drilling vessel for the Ocean
Drilling Project, which is an international research effort for the
study of ocean-bottom sediments; and SOEST’s research vessel
to be completed in 2001, the Kilo Moana, which will collect
atmospheric as well as surface, midwater, and sea-floor data, and
conduct full ocean-depth surveys. Minister Sasagawa ended the
meeting on a personal note, when he said, “I have often visited
Hawai‘i privately, and Hawai‘i is like a second home.”
Minister Sasagawa is the
first Minister of State for Science
and Technology, a position that
was newly created within the
Japanese Cabinet as part of the
major government reform that
took effect on January 6,
2001. The reform consolidated
Monbusho (Ministry of Education,
Culture, Science and Sports) and
the Science and Technology
Agency, which had been for many
years the major funding agencies
of scientific research in Japan.
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