Indian Ocean Temperature Patterns
Affect Climate
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Figure 3. Correlation between the Dipole Mode Index (DMI) and rainfall over land from June through August (top panel) and from September
through November (bottom panel). The DMI is defined as the monthly SST anomaly difference between the western (60ºE–80ºE, 10ºS–10ºN)
and the eastern (90ºE–110ºE, 10ºS to the Equator) Indian Ocean, where the monthly SST anomaly for each region is the deviation of each
month’s SST from the average monthly mean for each region from 1958 to 1997.

Figure 4. Correlation between the Dipole Mode Index and land temperature anomalies from June through October.

4

